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§622.375

conditions. The paper forms will be
available from NMFS. During cata-
strophic conditions, the RA has the au-
thority to waive or modify reporting
time requirements.

(4) Compliance requirement. Electronic
reports required by paragraph (b)(1)(ii)
of this section must be submitted and
received by NMFS according to the re-
porting requirements under this sec-
tion. A report not received within the
time specified in paragraph (b)(2)(ii) is
delinquent. A delinquent report auto-
matically results in the owner and op-
erator of a headboat for which a char-
ter vessel/headboat permit for Gulf
coastal migratory pelagic fish has been
issued being prohibited from har-
vesting or possessing such species, re-
gardless of any additional notification
to the delinquent owner and operator
by NMFS. The owner and operator who
are prohibited from harvesting or pos-
sessing such species due to delinquent
reports are authorized to harvest or
possess such species only after all re-
quired and delinquent reports have
been submitted and received by NMFEFS
according to the reporting require-
ments under this section.

(c) Dealers. (1) A dealer who first re-
ceives Gulf or South Atlantic coastal
migratory pelagic fish must maintain
records and submit information as
specified in §622.5(c).

(2) Alternate SRD. For the purpose of
§622.5(c), in the states from New York
through Virginia, or in the waters off
those states, ““SRD’ means the Science
and Research Director, Northeast Fish-
eries Science Center, NMFS, or a des-
ignee.

[78 FR 22952, Apr. 17, 2013, as amended at 79
FR 6100, Feb. 3, 2014; 79 FR 19496, Apr. 9, 2014]

§622.375 Authorized and unauthorized
gear.

(a) Authorized gear. Subject to the
prohibitions on gear/methods specified
in §622.9, the following are the only
fishing gears that may be used in the
Gulf, Mid-Atlantic, and South Atlantic
EEZ in directed fisheries for coastal
migratory pelagic fish:

(1) King mackerel, Atlantic migra-
tory group—

(i) North of 34°37.3’ N. lat., the lati-
tude of Cape Lookout Light, NC—all
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gear except drift gillnet and long
gillnet.

(i) South of 34°37.3" N. lat.—auto-
matic reel, bandit gear, handline, and
rod and reel.

(2) King mackerel, Gulf migratory
group—hook-and-line gear and, in the
southern Florida west coast subzone
only, run-around gillnet. (See
§622.384(b)(1)(i1)(C) for a description of
the southern Florida west coast
subzone.)

(3) Spanish mackerel, Atlantic mi-
gratory group—automatic reel, bandit
gear, handline, rod and reel, cast net,
run-around gillnet, and stab net.

(4) Spanish mackerel, Gulf migratory
group—all gear except drift gillnet,
long gillnet, and purse seine.

(5) Cobia in the Mid-Atlantic and
South Atlantic EEZ—automatic reel,
bandit gear, handline, rod and reel, and
pelagic longline.

(6) Cobia in the Gulf EEZ—all gear
except drift gillnet and long gillnet.

(b) Unauthorized gear. Gear types
other than those specified in paragraph
(a) of this section are unauthorized
gear and the following possession limi-
tations apply:

(1) Long gillnets. A vessel with a long
gillnet on board in, or that has fished
on a trip in, the Gulf, Mid-Atlantic, or
South Atlantic EEZ may not have on
board on that trip a coastal migratory
pelagic fish.

(2) Drift gillnets. A vessel with a drift
gillnet on board in, or that has fished
on a trip in, the Gulf EEZ may not
have on board on that trip a coastal
migratory pelagic fish.

(3) Other unauthorized gear. Except as
specified in paragraph (b)(4) of this sec-
tion, a person aboard a vessel with un-
authorized gear other than a drift
gillnet in the Gulf EEZ or a long
gillnet on board in, or that has fished
in, the EEZ where such gear is not au-
thorized in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, is subject to the bag limits for
king and Spanish mackerel specified in
§622.382(a)(1)(ii) and (iv), respectively,
and to the limit on cobia specified in
§622.383(b).

(4) Ezception for king mackerel in the
Gulf EEZ. The provisions of this para-
graph (b)(4) apply to king mackerel
taken in the Gulf EEZ and to such king
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mackerel possessed in the Gulf. Para-
graph (b)(3) of this section notwith-
standing, a person aboard a vessel that
has a valid commercial permit for king
mackerel is not subject to the bag
limit for king mackerel when the ves-
sel has on board on a trip unauthorized
gear other than a drift gillnet in the
Gulf EEZ, a long gillnet, or a run-
around gillnet in an area other than
the southern Florida west coast
subzone. Thus, the following applies to
a vessel that has a commercial permit
for king mackerel:

(i) Such vessel may not use unau-
thorized gear in a directed fishery for
king mackerel in the Gulf EEZ.

(ii) If such a vessel has a drift gillnet
or a long gillnet on board or a run-
around gillnet in an area other than
the southern Florida west coast
subzone, no king mackerel may be pos-
sessed.

(iii) If such a vessel has unauthorized
gear on board other than a drift gillnet
in the Gulf EEZ, a long gillnet, or a
run-around gillnet in an area other
than the southern Florida west coast
subzone, the possession of king mack-
erel taken incidentally is restricted
only by the closure provisions of
§622.384(e) and the trip limits specified
in §622.385(a). See also §622.379 regard-
ing the purse seine incidental catch al-
lowance of king mackerel.

§622.376 Gear identification.

(a) Spanish mackerel gillnet buoys. On
board a vessel with a valid Spanish
mackerel permit that is fishing for
Spanish mackerel in, or that possesses
Spanish mackerel in or from, the
South Atlantic EEZ off Florida north
of 25°20.4" N. lat., which is a line di-
rectly east from the Miami-Dade/Mon-
roe County, FL, boundary, the float
line of each gillnet possessed, including
any net in use, must have a maximum
of nine distinctive floats, i.e., different
from the usual net buoys, spaced uni-
formly at a distance of 100 yd (91.4 m)
or less. Each such distinctive float
must display the official number of the
vessel.

(b) [Reserved]

§622.377 Gillnet restrictions.

(a) Gillnets for king mackerel. The min-
imum allowable mesh size for a gillnet

§622.377

used to fish in the Gulf, Mid-Atlantic,
or South Atlantic EEZ for king mack-
erel is 4.75 inches (12.1 cm), stretched
mesh. A vessel in such EEZ, or having
fished on a trip in such EEZ, with a
gillnet on board that has a mesh size
less than 4.75 (12.1 cm) inches,
stretched mesh, may not possess on
that trip an incidental catch of Kking
mackerel that exceeds 10 percent, by
number, of the total lawfully possessed
Spanish mackerel on board.

(b) Gillnets for Spanish mackerel. (1)
The minimum allowable mesh size for
a gillnet used to fish for Spanish mack-
erel in the Gulf, Mid-Atlantic, or South
Atlantic EEZ is 3.5 inches (8.9 cm),
stretched mesh.

(i) A vessel in the Gulf EEZ, or hav-
ing fished on a trip in the Gulf EEZ,
with a gillnet on board that has a mesh
size less than 3.5 inches (8.9 cm),
stretched mesh, may not possess on
that trip any Spanish mackerel.

(ii) A vessel in the South Atlantic or
Mid-Atlantic EEZ, or having fished on
a trip in such EEZ, with a gillnet on
board that has a mesh size less than 3.5
inches (8.9 cm), stretched mesh, may
possess or land on the day of that trip
no more than 500 1b (227 kg) of inciden-
tally caught Spanish mackerel.

(2) On board a vessel with a wvalid
Spanish mackerel permit that is fish-
ing for Spanish mackerel in, or that
possesses Spanish mackerel in or from,
the South Atlantic EEZ off Florida
north of 25°20.4" N. lat., which is a line
directly east from the Miami-Dade/
Monroe County, FL, boundary—

(i) No person may fish with, set,
place in the water, or have on board a
gillnet with a float line longer than 800
yd (732 m).

(ii) No person may fish with, set, or
place in the water more than one
gillnet at any one time.

(iii) No more than two gillnets, in-
cluding any net in use, may be pos-
sessed at any one time; provided, how-
ever, that if two gillnets, including any
net in use, are possessed at any one
time, they must have stretched mesh
sizes (as allowed under the regulations)
that differ by at least .25 inch (.64 cm).

(iv) No person may soak a gillnet for
more than 1 hour. The soak period be-
gins when the first mesh is placed in
the water and ends either when the
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